CHAPTER XL

OF THE QUARREL BETWEEN THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL
IN COUNCIL AND THE SUPREME COURT.

I HAVE given some account already of the relation
between the Governor-General's Council and the Supreme
Court which led to the impeachment of Irnpey. I pro-
pose in the present chapter to describe the leading in-
cidents in the quarrel, and in particular those on which
were founded the remaining articles of impeachment
against Impey. These charges were, first, that Impey
had misconducted himself in a cause known as the Patna
Cause. Secondly, that he had unwarrantably and for
corrupt purposes of his own extended the jurisdiction of
the Supreme Court. Thirdly, that he had misconducted
himself in a cause called the Cossijurah Cause. Fourthly,
that he had corruptly accepted the office of Judge of the
Sudder Diwani Adalat. Fifthly, that he had corruptly
abetted Warren Hastings in certain proceedings for which
Hastings was then under impeachment, by improperly
taking affidavits intended for his justification. No one
of these charges was ever proceeded with. As, however,
they relate to an exceedingly curious incident in the
history of British India, as they are connected, though in